Misconception: Islam promotes

fighting, war and terrorism

Background:

Some think that Islam,
Muslims and The Quran
promote fighting, killing, war
and terrorism, especially for
reasons of differing faith or in

order to establish Muslim rule.
The idea of fighting people only because of a difference in faith does not exist in The Quran. In
fact, it warns about accusing other people of being misguided in order to seek worldly gains:

O you who believe, if you go forth in the cause of God, you shall investigate carefully. And do
not say to those who greet you with peace: “You are not a believer!” You are seeking the vanity
of this world; but with God are many riches. That is how you were before, but God favoured
you, so investigate carefully. God is expert over what you do.” [4:94] also see [49:11]

The Quran clearly states fight those who fight you, not non-combatants or civilians:

Fight in the cause of God those who fight you, but do not transgress limits; for God loves not
aggressors. [2:190] also see [60:8] & [5:8] .

All examples of fighting in The Quran are related to self-defence of oneself or in defence of
others who are clearly oppressed, never as aggressors, see [4:90] & [4:75].

Retaliate with equivalence: [16:126] & [5:32] .

If we take the above verse into account with The Quran’s very strong condemnation of oppres-
sion below, it is surely a poignant message to reflect upon:

...oppression is worse than murder... [2:191, 2:217]

Even during open war, believers are ordered to be compassionate and offer protection if re-
quested:

And if anyone from the polytheists seeks your protection, then you may protect him so that he
may hear the word of The God, then deliver him to his safety/security. This is because they are
a people who do not know. [9:6]

Emphasis on opting for forgiveness, peace and that which is good/righteous:

[8:61] , [42:39-43] , [5:16] , [25:63] , [41:34] , [28:54] , [2:148] & [4:94]
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