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Background: Some think 
that in Islam there is no 
freedom of religion . For 
example, residents of a 
Muslim country or under 
Islamic law are not allowed 
to practice their own faith.  

The Quran states, in no uncertain terms, that there is no compulsion in religion: 

Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error: whoever rejects evil 
and believes in God has grasped the most sure hand-hold, that never breaks. And God is Hear-
ing, Knowing. [2:256] 

Each to their own way: see [109:4-6] & [73:19] 

The Quran states that God could have made all those on earth believe, thus asks who is man 
to enforce such a thing if God did not: 

And if your Lord had pleased, surely all those who are in the earth would have believed, all of 
them; will you then force men till they become believers? [10:99] 

Again, reminding us not to compel but simply warn by means of The Quran, with wisdom and 
kind words: 

We know best what they say, and you are not one to compel them; therefore remind by 
means of The Quran who fears My warning.[50:45] also see[16:125] 

And lastly, a proof beyond doubt, is that The Quran itself states anyone compelled or forced to 
believe or admit to something under duress is invalid with God: 

Whoever rejects God after having believed; except for one who is forced while his heart is still 
content with belief; and has opened his chest to rejection, then they will have a wrath from God 
and they will have a great retribution. [16:106] 

Thus, no enforcement of faith can take place in a society governed by the laws of The Quran. 

 




