
Misconception: Males/Females 
are required to be circumcised  
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Background: Some 
think that Muslim 
males and to a 
lesser extent, even 
females must be 
circumcised and this 
is part of Islam.  

The Quran does not mention circumcision at all. What it does say however, im-
plies that it is unnecessary: 

God is the Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Mighty the Merciful, 
Who made most excellent everything that He has created… [32:6-7] 

We have created mankind in the best form. [95:4] 

It is also implied in The Quran that in certain situations making change to 
God’s creation is wrong (a superstitious practice of the time is cited as an exam-
ple): 

“I will misguide them and make them desire, and I will command 
them, so that they will mark/cut the ears of the livestock, and I will 
command them so they will make change to God’s creation.” Whoever 
takes the devil as a supporter other than God, then he has indeed lost a 
great loss. [4:119] 

Male circumcision is a traditional practice, also practiced by some 
Jews/Christians. Female circumcision is a pre-Quran cultural practice native to 
parts of Africa. The Quran strongly condemns blind following of tradition/culture 
[2:170, 7:28, 17:36 etc]. 


